Actualité de Boris Vian: textes et chansons, a lecture in French, 
with recordings, BY JENNY BATLAY, Professor, Columbia University, 
Monday, January 26, 1976, at 6:00 PM, Alliance Frangaise, 22 East 
Sixtieth Street, New York 

Preparation for writing revisions of living forms being present 
participles "en conclusion, qui fut Boris Vian" facing South re- 
vising facing East listening to Jenny facing West speaking in the 
Royal Opera House in Dresden waiting for the first performance of 
Der Rosenkavalier (world premiére, January 26, 1911) pause in 
preparation for writing parts of speech and the compass and the 
song of the earth do adjectives and present participles and ad- 
verbs have more to do with East-West West-East than with North- 
South South-North perhaps what about nouns and pronouns and verbs 


interjections prepositions conjunctions perhaps they are not they 
present participles parts of speech well perhaps they should be 
geographically explained who are the authorities Poetry and Grammar 
of course "I really do not know that anything has ever been more 
exciting than diagraming sentences. I suppose other things may be 
more exciting to others when they are at school but to me un- 
doubtedly when I was at school the really completely exciting 


thing was diagraming sentences and that has been to me ever since 
the one thing that has been completely exciting and completely 
completing. I like the feeling the everlasting feeling of sentences 
as they diagram themselves" said Gertrude Stein in America in 
Lectures in America (1935; First Vintage Books Edition, April 1975, 
pages 211-212) diagraming "la vie en rouge" sentences as they write 
as they listen as they become surdécadent-erotosadique preparation 
preparations for writing writing preparations for revising revising 
"1"oeuvre / qui_/ succède à et remplace l'homme" preparing pre- 
paring for writing writing preparing for revising revising a dia- 
logue thinking diagrams about punctuation and parts of speech-- 
abdication substitutes in the bushes with Edward VII in Greek in 
the bushes with Hugh Whitbread eating chocolate knowing that "le 
chocolat a meilleur goût dans les papiers brillants" eating choco- 
late diagrams preparing for writing writings preparing for re- 
vising revisions creating brilliant papers for platitudes for 
East-West West-East facing North-South South-North--diagraming 
sentences and eating chocolate with Blackeye Lavin reinforcing- 
cataloguing-describing Octavian from 1740-80 in Vienna in 1911. 
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